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Centenary College of Louisiana

Daniel Ainsworth
K-12 Vocal Music

Daniel Ainsworth is a class of 2016 alumnus of Centenary
College. After working as a private music teacher and at a
local church, he returned to Centenary to pursue his MAT in
vocal music. He is currently working as a K-5 music teacher
at Oak Park Elementary in Caddo Parish. Daniel was nominated 
for this honor because of his dedication to student learning. 
His creativity shines in the classroom and he inspires his young 

students to grow a passion for music. Daniel continues to exhibit a desire for
lifelong learning by seeking out as many professional development opportunities as 
possible in Caddo Parish. One such training Daniel completed is Kagan structures, which he 
implements in his classroom. − Sarah Irons

Miles McDowell
Secondary Science

Miles McDowell is an alumnus of Centenary College, where
he majored in geology. His passion for education drove him
to return to pursue his MAT at Centenary after working for
years in the oil and gas industry. Miles is currently an eighth
grade science and engineering teacher at Youree Drive Middle 
School in Caddo Parish. Miles was nominated for this honor 
because he is a dedicated professional. Miles uses innovative 

STEM methods to engage his students. He serves as a strong role model for both the young 
adolescent students he teaches as well as his peers in his MAT courses. − Sarah Irons
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grambling state university

Madison Holmes
Elementary Education

Madison Holmes is a graduating senior from the historic 
Grambling State University. She is dedicated to teaching and 
passionate about her students’ development. Her main goal as 
an educator is to provide each and every student with essential 
life skills and knowledge to prepare them for life in the classroom 
and beyond. Madison is a stellar student with an unwavering 
commitment to excellence in her matriculation as a college 

student as well as in her work as an aspiring educator in her residency school setting. She 
is an excellent candidate worthy of this honor because she demonstrates the highest ideals 
personally and professionally. − Debbie G. Thomas, Dean, College of Education 

Jayla Williams
Elementary Education, Grades 1-5

A native of Shreveport, Jayla Williams is an elementary 
education major at the historic Grambling State University. 
Upon graduating, she plans to pursue her master’s degree in 
urban education. Jayla’s exemplary service includes her role as 
a volunteer missionary in South Africa as well as her position 
with the Louisiana Department of Education’s Early Literacy 
Commission. Jayla exemplifies the core values, vision, and 
mission of Grambling’s College of Education. She has continually 

excelled in her academic performance and in her work as a Resident Teacher. Additionally, 
she has been a wonderful role model for her peers demonstrating excellence in all that she 
does. − Debbie G. Thomas, Dean, College of Education
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louisiana tech university

Abby Ambrose
Secondary English Education, Grades 6-12

Abby Ambrose is a senior secondary English major at Louisiana 
Tech University. She is a 2021-22 TEAM Model clinical resident at 
Calhoun Middle School in Ouachita Parish Schools. Abby plans 
to teach in Louisiana after graduation and pursue a master’s 
degree. Abby has been an exemplary secondary resident at 
Calhoun Middle School. She is highly respected by the faculty of 
the school and continues to excel in all aspects of her residency. 

She has performed at the highest level throughout her August to May clinical residency, 
completing more than 1500 clinical hours co-teaching with her mentor daily. Her work is 
stellar, and we are delighted to see her continued growth in the future as an educational 
leader. − Amy Vessel

Chloe Lewis
Elementary and Special Education, Grades 1-5

Chloe Lewis is a senior elementary/special education major
and is concurrently pursuing a master’s degree in curriculum and 
instruction through Louisiana Tech’s graduate school. She is a 
2021-22 TEAM Model clinical resident in Bossier Parish Schools 
at Legacy Elementary. After graduation, Chloe plans to continue 
her teaching career in Bossier Parish Schools. Chloe has been 
an exemplary elementary resident and has thrived at Legacy 

Elementary in all aspects of being a teacher. She volunteered additional time to stay after 
school daily and assist the production of the spring school play. Her school leaders have 
been very impressed with her initiative to teach beyond the school day and beyond the 
classroom subjects promoting the arts. She has excelled throughout her August to May 
clinical residency, completing more than 1500 clinical hours co-teaching with her mentor 
daily. − Amy Vessel
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LOUISIANA state university

Hannah Bryant
Early Childhood Education

Hannah Bryant will be graduating in May with a degree in early 
childhood education from LSU. She is currently an officer in the 
LSU Early Childhood Association. As a future early childhood 
educator, her “passion is to educate the whole child by forming 
meaningful relationships and establishing a collaborative 
environment.” Hannah is an extremely hard worker who teaches 
engaging lessons. She constantly uses self-reflection to improve 

her practice. Her mentor teacher valued her joyful presence in the classroom and stated 
she was “an incredible role model for students, peers, and colleagues.” Hannah is a true 
professional who loves working with children. − Laura Piestrzynski

Emily Kleefisch
Early Childhood Education

Belle Chasse native Emily Kleefisch will will graduate with 
honors and with the distinction of Distinguished Communicator 
in May from LSU with a degree in early childhood education. 
She currently serves as the Vice President of the LSU Early 
Childhood Association and previously served as an LSU 
Ambassador. From the first observation of Ms. Kleefisch, she 
has demonstrated a confidence and poise usually not seen in 

our student teachers. Since then, she has continued to show growth in all areas. In class, 
she was a regular participant in class discussions. Her contributions were thoughtful 
and evidence of her ability to connect field experiences to various topics in education, 
such as classroom environment and management, family engagement, developmentally 
appropriate practices, and the teaching-learning cycle. Ms. Kleefisch was fortunate to 
complete field experiences in a variety of schools, which served a diverse population of 
students and families. This has included experience in multiple grade levels, in public and 
in private schools, and in general education and inclusion classrooms. In each setting, she 
has worked closely with her mentor teachers to plan appropriate and engaging instruction. 
Ms. Kleefisch has shown that she is sensitive to the academic needs of students and 
differentiates instruction effectively according to those needs. She has been willing to 
support her mentors and other school faculty when needed. − Hillary B. Eisworth
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LSU alexandria

Casey Duck
Elementary Education

Casey Duck is the perfect example of a hardworking mother, 
helpful colleague, and exceptional student/resident. A mother of 
three, Casey lives 75 miles away from the LSUA campus, driving 
the distance to pursue an undergraduate degree in elementary 
education. She presently has a 3.9 GPA, passing all PRAXIS 
elements with commendable scores. The most admirable quality 
of Casey is her willingness to mentor and support the students 

she teaches and her colleagues. Her peers look up to her for guidance and leadership. She 
even went shopping with one colleague to find professional clothes to start residency. Not 
only is Casey receiving a degree in elementary education, she also is seeking certification 
in early childhood education. Every time I visit the school where Casey completed her 
early childhood methods courses, the mentor pulls me aside and wants an update on 
Casey’s teaching. Any principal would be so lucky to hire Casey next year as they will have a 
dedicated, trustworthy, and dependable teacher on their faculty! − Susan D. Myrick

Alexandria Floyd
Elementary Education

An active member in her church, Alexandria Floyd will become 
a first-time mom in July. She is an exceptional resident and 
natural teacher. Working in a diverse first-grade classroom 
of 22 students, including six children with IEPs, Alex quickly 
figured out how to differentiate for each student. She supports, 
scaffolds, assesses, and differs tasks, content, products, and 
processes to meet the needs of each student. When a central 

office supervisor came to Alex’s classroom on the day that I was observing, she asked Alex 
many questions about the services students were receiving or needed to receive. After 
their conversation, I told the supervisor that Alex was only the resident in the classroom. 
She was amazed at Alex’s knowledge of students and how to address their needs. Yes, Alex 
already understands the importance of connecting children socially, emotionally, and 
academically. − Susan D. Myrick
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Lsu SHREVEPORT

Sheeza Ali
Secondary Science Education − Biology

Sheeza Ali is a graduating secondary biology education student 
at Louisiana State University Shreveport (LSUS). Her long-
term career goal is to incorporate cutting-edge technologies 
into her secondary biology classroom. Sheeza has a variety of 
teaching and tutoring experiences – from working at science 
and mathematics summer camps, to teaching K-12 financial 
literacy, to co-teaching sixth-grade science students. Sheeza also 

holds a Bachelor of General Studies from LSUS and an Associate of Biology from Southern 
University Shreveport. Throughout her tenure at LSUS, Sheeza has proven time and time 
again that she is not only an excellent student, but an excellent teacher. She consistently 
puts her all into every course, activity, and assignment. She is dedicated to the craft of 
teaching, continuously pushing herself to change and refine her teaching practice. Sheeza 
is a gifted educator who always strives to be the best version of herself.  
− Matthew D. Gromlich, Assistant Professor

Edan Wooten
Elementary Education

Edan Wooten is a graduating elementary education major with 
a 4.0 GPA, and she has obtained Chancellor’s List status every 
semester at LSUS. She has experience tutoring K-2 students 
and teaching mathematics and science at the 2-5 grade levels. 
In addition to her outstanding academic performance, Edan 
is on the executive board of the Louisiana Aspiring Educators 
(LAE) and a member of the National Society of Leadership and 

Success (NSLS). She is a motivated and resourceful aspiring educator who provides a 
positive classroom culture to help enrich the minds of young learners. She believes that 
a classroom must be diverse in both instruction and culture. Additionally, she believes 
that the curriculum must teach more than content – including social skills. Edan builds 
relationships with her students and creates opportunities for academic and emotional 
growth. − Matthew D. Gromlich, Assistant Professor
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mcneese state university

Brilee Baccigalopi
Elementary Education

A native of Creole, Brilee Baccigalopi is scheduled to graduate 
in May 2022 with a bachelor’s in elementary education. She 
is extremely passionate about making a positive impact on 
children’s lives academically, socially, and emotionally. Brilee 
has amazed me more and more each semester that she has been 
in my courses. Brilee has maintained a 3.83 GPA throughout her 
undergraduate progression. Brilee has continued to excel as she 

has progressed through the residency program. It is very obvious that she loves the P-12 
students in her class and wants nothing but the best for them. Brilee collaborates well with 
her peers and her mentor teacher and has shown tremendous growth in collaboration and 
planning. Brilee is truly going to be an amazing teacher who creates excitement in learning 
for her students. − Fara Seal

Ashley Patin
Secondary English Education

Ashley desires to become a teacher because she wants to 
create a strong foundation for students, so they can confidently 
pursue their goals. She has been a member of the McNeese 
State University Cowgirl Kicker dance team since 2018, and she 
has used her talent to serve children at a local dance studio 
since 2016. She is an outstanding teacher candidate who 
demonstrates strong pedagogical content knowledge as well as 

excellent interpersonal skills. As a student, she built a strong reputation with professors 
and peers and has maintained a 3.75 GPA. In her short time as a student teacher, she has 
treated students with respect, modeled how to advocate for meaningful feedback, and 
demonstrated how to seek continuous improvement. Additionally, she actively collaborates 
with her mentor teacher, fellow student teachers, and her university supervisor to plan and 
execute high-quality instruction. − Fara Seal
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nicholls state university

Taylor Thibodaux
Elementary Education, Grades 1-5

A native of Thibodaux, Taylor Thibodaux is her family’s 
first-generation educator. She grew up learning how to 
take control of her learning disabilities with the help of her 
parents and Nicholls State University’s Dyslexia Center. 
Taylor’s goal is to reach as many students as she can on 
their level of learning and to continue her education in 
Applied Behavior Analysis. Taylor is most deserving of 

this recognition as she has persevered through significant obstacles to become 
an effective educator. Her personal experiences with learning disabilities are 
the strong foundation upon which she intuitively differentiates for students. 
Observing Taylor in the classroom is to truly witness someone who was born to 
teach. She teaches the material with the skill, confidence and love of a veteran 
teacher. Generations of students and their families will be indelibly impacted by 
Taylor Thibodaux. − Dr. Alyson Theriot 

Dawn Toups
Elementary Education, Grades 1-5

Dawn Toups is a senior elementary education major from 
Stephenville. She is the mother of two amazing children, 
and she has an ultimate passion for teaching and enjoying 
every experience in the classroom with her students. 
Compassionate, knowledgeable, caring, enthusiastic, and 
dedicated are all attributes of an effective teacher and 
are all evident in Dawn when you watch her teach. Since 

being impacted by a truly effective elementary teacher, Dawn has wanted to be 
a teacher. She explained that she wants to shape the minds of young learners to 
make a change in the world. Dawn exhibits all of the qualities needed to promote 
that change.− Dr. Alyson Theriot
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northwestern state university

Madison Duplechine
Elementary Education

A graduating senior from Lafayette, Madison 
Duplechine is an elementary education major and 
the communications officer for Northwestern’s Ed 
Rising chapter.  Madison is an outstanding student 
with a 3.88 GPA who has already begun work on 
her master’s degree as an undergraduate student. 

She is very active in all Ed Rising events. She is a very strong resident 
who is a great help to her mentor teacher. She has excellent classroom 
management skills along with a gift for planning. She has outstanding 
science plans, all of which center around inquiry and collaboration. She is 
a student who you can count on to accomplish tasks and give everything 
100%. − Dr. Katrina Woolsey Jordan 

Shante Williams
Middle School Education, Grades 4-8

A middle school math education major from 
Alexandria, Shante Williams is a teacher resident 
within the Northwestern State CLIP program. Shante 
is an excellent student and resident with a gift for 
teaching math. Her 3.7 GPA reflects her commitment 
to excellence. Her positive outlook makes her an 

ideal future teacher. Both her mentor teacher and her university supervisor 
speak very highly of her. Her enthusiasm is contagious. − Dr. Katrina 
Woolsey Jordan
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southeastern louisiana university

Lily Navarra
English Education, Grades 6-12

A native of Hammond, Lily Navarra has aspired to be a 
teacher since she could walk and talk. Lily is eager to 
learn innovative instructional strategies to strengthen 
student learning, and she reflects often on her practices. 
She consistently provides targeted next steps to improve 
student outcomes and uses her data to adjust instruction 
regularly. Lily understands the importance of establishing 

positive relationships to promote a strong classroom culture. Most importantly, 
she holds herself to a high professional standard and has embraced her residency 
experience with tenacity and a constant willingness to provide high-quality 
instruction. − Wendy Allen, Co-Director of Clinical Practice & Residency

Leslie Phillips
Elementary Education, Grades 1-5

Leslie Phillips, a senior from Baton Rouge, is an aspiring 
future educator who possesses a love for helping children 
to learn, grow, and succeed. She has demonstrated love 
and passion for the teaching profession. She works very 
hard to learn all the content that she has to teach, and she 
is resilient and flexible. She takes on all challenges and is 
willing to do anything asked of her. In the middle of R1, 

she had to change subjects with her mentor and she did not hesitate to take on 
the new challenge. She is professional, well-spoken, and loves the children with 
all her heart. − Robyn Hutchinson, Site Coordinator
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SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY AND A&M COLLEGE

Kalauna Anderson-Lloyd
Elementary Education, Teacher Resident

Kalauna Anderson Lloyd is a senior elementary education 
major and teacher resident from Atlanta, Georgia. A 
mother to a 4-year-old, Kalauna began as a business 
major, but she found that elementary education was 
her calling when she began substituting. She wants to 
provide a warm learning environment to foster critical 
thinking skills and promote self-learning. Kalauna exhibits 

professional responsibility, ethics and leadership. She will be an excellent teacher 
on any faculty. − Jean Dyer, Clinical Director for Residency 

Dana Williams
Elementary Education, Teacher Resident

A native of Memphis, Tennessee, Dana Williams is a senior 
elementary education major and a teacher resident. Dana 
wants to make a difference in others’ lives. She reflects a 
high standard of professionalism through her disposition. 
She works collaboratively with peers, administrators and 
parents. − Jean Dyer, Clinical Director for Residency
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SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY new orleans

Stephanie Amerson
Elementary Education

Stephanie Amerson obtained her bachelor’s of science 
in family and consumer sciences with a concentration in 
family studies from Southeastern Louisiana in 2016 . She is 
continuing her education at SUNO to obtain a certification 
in Early Childhood Education. Stephanie is in her third 
year teaching second grade at John James Audubon 
Elementary School. Her dedication and perseverance 

as a teacher candidate at SUNO have been a pleasure to witness. Stephanie’s 
commitment to becoming an amazing educator is evident through her academic 
success. I have observed, on many occasions, her demonstrate the content 
knowledge necessary to motivate and challenge children. − Kimberly Stanley

Danielle Nicks
Elementary Education

Danielle Nicks is a fifth-grade teacher with four years 
of experience teaching ELA, Science and Social Studies 
at Terrytown Elementary. Danielle graduated from the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette in December 2004 and 
is currently pursuing her post-baccalaureate certification 
in elementary education. She is driven by the inspiration 
she instills in her students; she takes pride in ensuring 

that she can meet the needs of all her students in order for them to reach their 
learning goals inside and outside the classroom. Danielle is a firm believer that 
through hard work, perseverance and self-reflection, any goal can be set and 
accomplished. − Kimberly Stanley
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TULANE UNIVERSITY

Gracie Jonas
Teacher Preparation and Certification Program

Gracie Jonas graduated from High Point University with 
a B.A. in communications and a minor in sociology but 
always wanted to be a teacher. Gracie has been teaching 
at St. George’s Episcopal school for four years and has 
absolutely loved her three years as a teacher in Pre-K 4. 
I have had the pleasure of being Gracie’s professor for 
several early childhood education courses during her 

time at Tulane University. In her Pre-K4 classroom and through class/seminar 
discussions, I have had the opportunity to observe Gracie engage with her 
students and her peers in meaningful ways and develop and implement lessons 
that connect to the lives of her students and motivate them to engage in the 
classroom. − Dr. Erica Smith

Marie Piccione
Teacher Preparation and Certification Program

Marie Piccione earned her undergraduate and master’s 
degrees from Tulane University and is currently enrolled 
in the Tulane University Teacher Preparation and 
Certification Program. Marie is a high school science 
teacher at Riverdale High School in Jefferson Parish. 
I have had the pleasure of being Marie’s professor for 
several secondary education courses during her time at 

Tulane University. In my observations of Marie in the classroom and through our 
collaborative class discussions, she has shown herself to have the perseverance, 
initiative, and intellectual creativity necessary to become an excellent science 
teacher. I have had the opportunity to observe her develop and implement 
lessons that connect to the lives of her students and motivate them to engage in 
the practices of science. − Dr. Erica Smith



2022 FUTURE EDUCATOR HONOR ROLL

15

UNIVERSITY OF HOLY CROSS

Ashlyn Harris
Elementary Education, Grades 1-5

Ashlyn Harris is a senior majoring in Elementary Education 
and is currently the President of the Sigma Pi Chapter 
of the Kappa Delta Pi Honor Society. She is an excellent 
teacher candidate as she is creative, fair-minded, and has 
a strong classroom presence. She engages her students 
for maximum learning. Ashlyn builds caring relationships 

with her students, is a natural leader, and enjoys working with others. − Theresa 
Foret, Assistant Professor of Education

Lindsey Weaver
Elementary Education, Grades 1-5

Lindsey Weaver is a senior majoring in Elementary 
Education and is currently the President of UHC’s 
chapter of A+PEL. She is a third-grade resident teacher 
at Terrytown Elementary School. Lindsey is an excellent 
teacher candidate as she builds caring relationships with 
her students, has excellent preparation and organizational 

skills, and has a strong work ethic. Lindsey is enthusiastic and loves to see her 
students grow academically and personally. − Theresa Foret, Assistant Professor of 
Education
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UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA AT LAFAYETTE

Jamesha Jefferson
Middle School Math

Jamesha Jefferson has ability and skills that far surpass the 
average senior education major as demonstrated by her 
unwavering dedication to the teaching career and her actions in 
the classroom. Throughout her residency, she has continually 
gone above and beyond the role of a resident. She volunteers to 
tutor and stays late each day to do so; she attends almost every 
athletic function for both boys and girls; she greets her students 
each day as they enter and calls each one by their name; and 

she searches for supplemental material and strategies to differentiate her lessons so she 
can help those who are struggling. Jamesha is exceptional by anyone’s definition! Jamesha 
was nominated by her mentor, university supervisor, and one of her professors who is 
also the Delta Iota Kappa Delta Pi moderator (Jamesha has served as the vice-president 
and president of KDP). In all my years of working with residents, Jamesha stands out as 
one of the best young teachers I’ve had the pleasure to work with. She has the disposition 
we are seeking in a teacher and she continually works on improving her craft. She is truly 
exceptional and deserving of this honor. − Marlene Beard

Emily Weber
Secondary English

Emily is an outstanding resident who has demonstrated 
extraordinary knowledge and skills in the classroom. She plans 
creative lessons that keep her high school English students 
actively and cognitively engaged. She arrives each day with 
a zeal to learn and to gain as much experience as possible to 
succeed and excel in her chosen profession. Emily is going to 
be an extraordinary teacher who will truly make a difference in 
the lives of the children she teaches. Emily was nominated by 

her mentor and two of her professors. Her professors praised her work as a student and 
her mentor wrote a passionate recommendation outlining Emily’s skills and talents in the 
classroom. Emily has also been very active in organizations at the university including 
serving as Membership Chair of the Delta Iota Chapter of Kappa Delta Pi. Emily clearly 
stands out as an exceptional pre-service teacher who is going to be an extraordinary 
educator.  − Marlene Beard
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UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA AT monroe

Kersten Thiels
Elementary Education

Elementary education major Kersten Thiels will graduate 
in May 2022. She has a passion for teaching and hopes to 
inspire students to take ownership of their own education 
despite any circumstances they might face. She is happily 
married to her husband, who is also in education, and 
they can’t wait to grow more as educators. Kersten is a 
leader within her cohort, always supporting and guiding 

others through coursework and field experiences. Kersten and her mentor teacher 
have used co-teaching and co-planning to intentionally address learning gaps in 
learning and have made great strides in their classroom. Kersten’s commitment 
to her students, and her ability to spark a love for reading in her second-grade 
residency classroom, are unmatched. − Dr. Heather Kennedy

Zaria Tubbs
Secondary Education − English

Pineville native Zaria Tubbs is a senior secondary 
education major with a concentration in English. She 
currently student teaches 10th-grade English at Wossman 
High School in Monroe. She chose education because 
she wanted to make a difference. Through teaching she 
hopes to pass on her love for learning while showing that 
representation matters. Zaria has committed her time and 

talents to the School of Education in many ways, including excellence in course 
work and field experience, service as a student worker, and leadership of ULM’s 
Educators Rising college chapter. Zaria has a deep understanding of content 
knowledge, which allows her to make connections with students. − Dr. Heather 
Kennedy
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UNIVERSITY OF new orleans

Meaghen Curtis
Elementary Education, Grades 1-5

Meaghen Curtis is a resident student teacher at Arabi 
Elementary in St. Bernard Parish. Ever since she was 
a child, she loved playing school and grew up to 
love working with children. As Meaghen’s University 
Supervisor, I’ve had the privilege to provide her with 
pedagogical support for the last eight months. I also 

served as one of her methods course Instructors. Without question Meaghen is 
a pleasure to work with because she is very intelligent, inquisitive, and a natural 
teacher. Meaghen’s greatest talent is making the curriculum come alive for her 
young students and helping them fall in love with learning. I suppose I nominated 
Meaghen because I would want her to be my kid’s teacher. − Martha Blanchard 

Jordon Shirley
Secondary Education, Grades 6-12

Jordan Shirley is completing her teaching residency 
at Chalmette High School, where she is learning and 
preparing to be the best educator she can be. Jordan 
feels that meaningful and efficient education stems 
directly from teaching compassionately and with a growth 
mindset. Jordan is an excellent educator who has grown 

tremendously over the course of her residency. Jordan excels in her ability to set 
high instructional expectations in her classes as well as spread her commitment 
to continuous growth to her students. Her passion for teaching and the subject 
matter is contagious for her students. Her skill in questioning and formative 
assessment far exceeds expectations for a pre-service teacher. Jordan exhibits 
many attributes of not only an effective teacher but a highly effective teacher. − 
Martha Blanchard
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XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA

Sidonie Medjo Me Zengue
Elementary Education

Sidonie Medjo Me Zengue is a senior elementary 
education major from Chicago, Illinois. She uses her 
practical experiences to inform her work and activities 
in the classroom. One of her key strengths is her 
ability to show students how theory and practice are 
integrated. This is easily achieved as she brings her own 
experience as a student into the classroom. Sidonie 

takes her responsibilities seriously and is genuinely interested in the learning 
and welfare of her students. She is a great role model for all students. Sidonie 
is able to establish rapport and trust quickly and easily with a wide range of 
individuals. She has a genuine interest in others and is quickly recognized as a 
caring, sensitive and fair person. Her high level of sensitivity and strong ability to 
understand the viewpoints of others are conveyed in such a way that people feel 
very comfortable with her and are able to connect in a deep and meaningful way. 
This is a consistent characteristic that is noted in all types of interactions (e.g., 
with students, staff, peers, administrators). It is refreshing to see how effectively 
she is able to listen to others, seek an understanding of issues, and facilitate 
dialogue among her peers. She is very cooperative and has a team spirit that is 
quite evident and contagious. Sidonie is a natural leader and problem solver. She 
is extremely organized, takes responsibility for her own actions, communicates 
effectively, can organize people and knows when to listen. These attributes make 
her an effective leader. When assigned to complete projects with other people, I 
have observed Sidonie analyze the project to understand what is expected. She 
then carefully plans her next steps, analyzing them so that she gathers the best 
resources along the way. She then makes decisions on a course of action to follow, 
assigns group members tasks, communicates expectations and then leads her 
group to a successful resolution. Her dedication to improving the lives of students 
of color and her willingness to create learning environments where all students 
are welcomed and valued are just a few of her many strengths. She is a hard 
worker and takes her work seriously. − Rachel Davis
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